
Report on the 2019 Trinity Neighborhood Camp

It is with deep gratitude to Joyce Daughaday that we conducted our third summer camp 
program.  When camp was just an idea in late 2016, Joyce was the senior warden.  
With patience and expertise she guided us through the process of Vestry approval and 
the execution of our inaugural effort.  I can still hear her say ‘‘No, Barb, 50 will be too 
many kids.  We just don’t have enough space.”  And, she said “yes” to helping 
Lawrence buy the food and prepare the first banquet lunch for a 120 people.  She was 
reasonable, fun and enthusiastic.  Even in death she continued to support us by listing 
the summer camp in her memorials.  We miss you, Joyce, your good humor, and steady 
support.
 
The camp’s objectives have remained constant over the past three years: 
1. to provide 30 neighborhood children with a camp experience that would prepare 

them to return to school;
2. to provide a camp environment that would be fun and rich with the positive support 

of adults and teens;  and 
3. to deepen Trinity’s connection to the neighborhood.  
We understood ‘school preparation’ to include: reinforcement of age-appropriate 
academic skills in math, science, language arts, the fine arts, and exercise; gifts of 
backpacks and school supplies; and the routine of a daily schedule.  

The camp took place on July 29 through August 2 from 8:00 am to 12:30 pm.  We 
marketed the camp through Schlafly Library, the Food Pantry, the Roosevelt Towne 
Apartments and the Washington Square Apartments.  We had a large outdoor sign 
during the month of July.

45 applications were received:  34 attended camp, 11 were accepted but did not attend.  
13 were returning campers from 2018.  For the first time, 2 of our 2018 campers 
participated in the 2019 camp as junior counselors. 

The program began with breakfast and Fr. Jon welcoming the campers.  
• The exercise classes focused on motor movement skills (balance, jumping, lower 

body strength), and Zumba. 
• The music classes encouraged sharing feelings and recognizing the light within each 

person through rhythm, movement, and songs of love, hope, joy, peace, friendship 
and family. 

• The math/science classes explored bouyancey, the colors of rainbows through 
bubbles, sound and how it travels, secondary colors, and math games.

• In language arts and theater, the children read and responded to  5 books:  
What do you do with a Problem?    By Kobi Yamada
Be Kind   by Pat Zietlow Miller
I am Enough  By Grace Byers
What if…       by Samantha Berger
I am Peace    by Susan Verde 



• In art, they made large and small human figures, name bracelets, necklaces, pictures 
of rainbows and flowers, and sun catcher wind chimes.  

We had institutional support from Schlafly Library.  On Wednesday, Sarah Demissie 
read several books to the children and engaged them in discussions.  The library 
presented the campers with a book, slime, coupons for a ballgame, entrance to the 
Botanical Garden, and a pass to The Magic House at Made.  For the 3rd year, SIUE 
Women’s Basketball players assisted with the physical exercise activities, and Friday’s 
show and banquet.  SIUE also gave each camper a basketball and a tee shirt.   

From the camp fund, each camper was given 2 passes to the Magic House at Made 
which opened in June and is conveniently located on Delmar within walking distance of 
most of our campers.  Camp culminated in a delicious lunch of sloppy joes, fruit salad, 
baked beans and decorated sheet cakes.  Approximately 120 community neighbors 
participated in the festive lunch on Friday.  

The camp is not included in the church budget and was financed through donations.  
Contributions from 54 donors covered all of the camp costs of $4739.  The major 
expenses were backpacks/school supplies, the Friday banquet, passes to the Magic 
House at Made, and honorariums.  The camp staff included 55 volunteers, of whom 38 
are members of Trinity or associated with Trinity’s food ministry and/or Art Club.  We 
offered honorariums to our nurse, a Zumba instructor from the Kirkwood YMCA, gas 
money for our theater instructor who came from Wisconsin, our assistant food manager, 
and one person to help with clean up on Friday.   Breakfast and lunch (Monday through 
Friday morning) were supplied by the City’s “School’s Out Cafe” program at no cost to 
the church.  Although we budgeted for 30 backpacks, we actually purchased and filled 
48 backpacks which were given to the campers, the teen counselors, a pre-school 
program, and Stix Elementary School.   

The leadership team for the 2019 camp included:  Margaret Emert, Pat Way, Kathleen 
McManis, Alicia Lucas, Gwen Sims, and Barbara Holmes.  Jon Stratton was an ex-
officio member.  Hsiao-hui Sickel represented Schlafly Library.  The first meeting of the 
group was March 7, 2019.  The group met 4 times before camp and one time after 
camp.

THANK YOU to all of our summer camp donors and volunteers.  Your gifts of money 
and time make this simple gesture of community outreach possible.  The kids really do 
have fun as they prepare to return to school!

Submitted by Barbara Holmes


