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Agenda for the 164th Annual Meeting 
of Trinity Episcopal Church 

St. Louis, Missouri 

February 3, 2019 
 

 

 

9 AM – 9:30 AM 

Call to order 

Opening prayer 

Welcome from the Rector  

Table Talk:  

1) How is Trinity connected to its geographical context?  

2) How does Trinity connect you to the wider community/neighborhood?  

3) Who would miss Trinity if it left the neighborhood?  

4) If being a “parishioner” of Trinity is expanded to include folks connected to the parish that don’t 

necessarily attend worship on Sunday morning, who would you identify as a Trinity parishioner?  

5) What are some things about Trinity that inhibit the congregation from being a “parish church (a 

church intentionally and intimately involved in the life of the local community)?”  

Reading of the Necrology 

Appointment of Secretary for the meeting 

Presentation and Approval of Minutes from 2018 Annual Meeting 

9:30 AM – 9:55 AM 

Presentation I:  Trinity Food Ministry, The Rev. Barbi Click  

Presentation II: The Table, Jeff Wunrow   

Presentation III: Summer Camp, Barb Holmes  

9:55 – 10:20 AM 

Election of the Vestry 

Election of Diocesan Delegates 

Presentation of the Slate of Trustees of the Endowment  

Financial Reports 

2018 Year End 

2019 Budget 

List of Submitted Reports 

Appreciations and Adjournment 
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Minutes of the 163rd Annual Meeting 
January 28, 2018 

 

Call to Order and Opening Prayer   

Rector Jon Stratton called the meeting to order at 9 AM in the South Parish Hall, and offered the opening prayer.  

 

Update on Art Club  

Barbi Click, Manager of the Trinity Food Ministry, mentioned that the inspiration for the Trinity Art Club came 

in part from considering a phrase from Sara Miles, author and founder/director of The Food Pantry at St. Gregory 

of Nyssa Episcopal Church in San Francisco; “What new thing is God making for us and through us?”  When 

some who come to Trinity for food shared their writings with Barbi, together they discussed the idea of creating a 

designated time and safe place with supplies for artistic/creative expression and food for fellowship.  After 

researching an existing example of such a program, Barbi acquired a grant which got Trinity Art Club (TAC) 

started.   

 

Then Barbi showed a collection of art done at TAC which through a collaboration with West End Neighbors has 

been mounted on canvas squares and now forms a portfolio of work suitable as a travelling exhibit.  The 

possibility of exhibiting at the airport is being pursued.   

 

Barbi stressed that the participants include Trinity parishioners as well as food clients, thus bridging all 

differences through creative expression and fellowship.  “What TAC is becoming, I do not know yet,” said Barbi.  

“But I invite each of you to come and be a part of ‘what new thing God is making for us and through us.”  

(For more details, see Barbi’s ‘Trinity Art Club’ report in the Annual Report handout.) 

 

The Rector read the necrology, and paused to allow others not buried at Trinity to be remembered. 

 

The Rector appointed Al Adams to serve as meeting secretary.    

 

Presentation and Approval of Minutes from 2017 Annual Meeting  

The congregation reviewed the minutes of the 162st Annual Meeting. Jeanie Frazee moved to accept the minutes, 

and Adrienne Fly seconded the motion. The congregation passed the motion unanimously.    

 

Update on Trinity Food Ministry 

Adrienne Fly, TFM Coordinator, mentioned that her ‘Trinity Food Ministry Report’ is included in the Annual 

Report.  She then underscored the change in atmosphere of the food ministry in the recent year, with hospitality 

more important and feeding in different ways being very important.  Additional counselling support is being 

offered by Hazel Kirk during Tuesday pantry hours.  Adrienne then briefly mentioned the Schnucks e-script card, 

the use of which provides a donation from Schnucks proportional to our purchases. This generally generates an 

annual donation from Schnucks of about $1000.  These cards are available from her as well as at the stores. 

Adrienne then thanked all the volunteers and said, “The food ministry has been a blessing to this church for over 

45 years.” 

 

The Rector drew attention to the wonderful one-page graphic summary handout created by Jeff Wunrow that 

shows 9700 people fed through the Pantry with 480 volunteers. 

 

Election of the Vestry  

The Rector presented the names of candidates to serve on the Vestry: Fritzi Baker, Horace Walcott, and Carter 

Whitson each for a full 3-year term; and Anne Hennig for a 1-year term thus correcting the rotation so there are 

three vestry members completing their service each year. Ellie Chapman moved to accept the slate of vestry 

members. Barbara Uhlmann seconded the motion, and the congregation passed it unanimously.   

 

Four Initiatives for 2018  

Rector Jon Stratton commented that Trinity is an amazing congregation with generous people, serious about 

Christ’s call to follow in the coming of God’s kingdom through works of justice & mercy.  He said he is honored 
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to serve here as pastor, and honored to be in this place.  The Rector’s Report for 2017 is the sermon in both 

Sunday Services today.  As for 2018, he is asking the vestry to help form four task forces as follows: First Task 

Force: Children & Youth; Second Task Force: Outreach to our Geographic Neighbors; Third Task Force: Member 

fellowship & Support; Fourth Task Force: Liturgical.  For more in-depth descriptions of these task forces, see the 

Rector’s written report in the Annual Report handout. 

 

Election of Diocesan Delegates   

The Rector presented Ron Tompkins as the candidate for Diocesan Convention Delegate.  By voice vote the 

parish elected Ron to serve a 3-year term as Diocesan Delegate. 

  

Presentation of the Slate of Trustees of the Endowment.  

The Rector presented members of the congregation who will serve as trustees on the parish’s endowment 

committee: Barbara Uhlemann, Jeanie Frazee, and Vander Corliss.   

 

Financial Reports  

 

Trustees Report on the Endowment. Trustee Jeanie Frazee presented the report on the parish’s endowment. As 

of Dec 31, the value of the portfolio gained $91 thousand, remaining slightly over $1 million. During the year, the 

Endowment provided $40,800 for the parish and $1,040 for the Trinity Food Ministry.   

 

2017 Year End Report. Treasurer Jeanie Frazee presented the 2017 year-end financial report, as prepared by 

Parish Administrator Bill Ader. See the Treasurer’s comments on 2017 financials in the Finance Committee 

Report. 

 

Budget for 2018. Treasurer Jean Frazee presented the 2018 budget.  See the Treasurer’s comments on the 2018 

budget in the Finance Committee Report. 

 

Reports.  The Rector drew attention to the additional reports assembled in the Annual Report. There were no 

additional comments or questions about them. 

 

Appreciations   --  

Lest someone be missed, Rector Jon Stratton prefaced his appreciations by saying, “Everyone in this room has 

done something to enrich life of community, to show forth Christ in the world.”  He then proceeded to name the 

various leaders/coordinators that made possible the activities that took place during the year, and to thank their 

supporting committees/commissions and volunteers.  Besides the various individuals and groups mentioned 

throughout the Annual Report, Jon thanked Christy Croxall for the Taize services, Mike Clark for music at the 

monthly Children’s Services, Etta Taylor for the best communion bread in town, and her maintenance of the 

archives.  Thanks to those who brought snacks for coffee hour, those who helped with child care and Sunday 

School, those who helped gather signatures for the petitions, the volunteers who maintained the appearance of the 

church grounds, those who helped decorate the Church for Christmas, and the Pastoral Care Team. Thanks to 

Julien Worland who clerks for the Vestry, and special thanks to Adrienne Fly for agreeing to be Senior Warden 

for the 2018 Vestry; and of course recognition of the fine work done by the Parish Administrator, Bill Ader, in 

producing all the Sunday printouts, monthly financial reports, parish directories, and Annual Reports.  

Deacon Harry Leip led the congregation in thanking Rector Jon Stratton with applause. 

 

There being no Other Business brought forth, the Rector adjourned the meeting at 10 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Al Adams, clerk pro-tem 
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Candidates for Vestry & Diocesan Delegate 
 
 

Candidates for Vestry 
 

Lisa Carpenter (candidate for a 3-year term) 

Lisa Carpenter: I first attended Trinity Episcopal in 1997 and was baptized here in 1998. In the intervening years, 

I’ve served as a sacristan and an usher, had a term on the vestry, and co-chaired the 2014 search committee. My 

husband Duncan McArthur and I were married at Trinity in 2006. I have worked as a law clerk for federal judges 

since graduating from Washington University’s law school in 1996. I look forward to the opportunity to serve as a 

member of the vestry again. 
 

Willie Meadows (candidate for a 3-year term) 

I  have been a member of Trinity nearly 30 years.  I'm 74 years young in good health and willing to serve on the 

Vestry in any capacity.  My family removed to St. Louis in the early fifty, I attended St. Louis Public Schools, 

earned an Associate Degree from Forest Park Community Collage and completed 15 hours at UMSL.  My plan is 

to return UMSL this Summer to pursue a degree now that I'm retired.  I served three years in the Army Medical 

Corps. Returning home I worked for McDonnel Douglas, Sears, Roosevelt Federal Savings and Loan and St. 

Louis University. 
 

I've lived in Shaw 36 years, served as a Commissioner for the Missouri Botanical Garden 14 years, Friends of 

Tower Grove Park Board of Director for 4 years, Treasurer of the St. Louis Chapter of the Victorian Society 20 

years, Board Member and Treasurer of the Cathedral Mission Society ( a Day Care).  At Trinity I have served on 

the Vestry five times and Junior Warden four times.  Thank you for considering me worthy of serving on your 

Vestry.  
 

Michael Shepley (candidate for a 3-year term) 

Michael Shepley returned to St. Louis after 45 years in New York City, becoming a member of Trinity in 

2017.  For the church he teaches Sunday School, serves on the Communications Committee, volunteers annually 

at Trinity Summer Camp, and supervises the counting of the weekly offerings. His youth and middle age were 

dedicated to public television publicity for a wide variety of series and specials, and the founding of PR firms in 

New York and Los Angeles. Now semi-retired, he is the “as told to” writer of a memoir by Nadia Danett, his 

Russian language teacher at St. Louis Country Day School (now MICDS).  His prior Episcopal associations 

include parents married at St. Michael and St. George, his father’s and paternal grandparents’ ashes in the 

columbarium at Christ Church Cathedral, and some freelance writing for Trinity Church Wall Street.  Michael, a 

graduate of Tufts University, is inspired by Father Jon Stratton’s commitment to fairness, inclusion and social 

justice, and the warmth and passion of the Trinity congregation.  He hopes the church will grow as a vital 

community hub north and south of Delmar. 
 

Candidate for Diocesan Convention Delegate 
 

Jeff Wunrow (candidate for a 3-year term) 

Jeff has been a member of Trinity for more than 25 years.  He has served two terms on the vestry, including a 

term as Senior Warden and a term as Junior Warden.  He helped start the monthly Compline service and spent a 

number of years singing with the choir.  His current areas of responsibility are chairing the Arts Committee and 

the Communications Committee.  Outside of Trinity he has a successful business as a liturgical textile artist, and 

some of his creations are seen on Trinity’s altar and altar party throughout the year.   
 

Candidate for Alternate Diocesan Convention Delegate 
 

Susie Stratton 

Susie Stratton has attended Trinity for the past 4 years. She ordinarily attends the 10:30am Sunday Service with 

her two children, Alice & Frank, and occasionally serves as a Sunday school aide. Susie currently works as a stay-

at-home parent. She is married to Rev. Jon Stratton. 
 

As a former church administrative assistant, Susie understands how important communication is between the local 

parish and wider church. In her role as alternate delegate, Susie is excited to represent Trinity and experience a 

new aspect of how the Episcopal church functions.  
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Trustees Report 
 

Trustees:  Barbara Uhlemann,  Jean Frazee, Vander Corliss 
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7 

 

Finance Committee Report 
 

2018 did not go as planned.  First, were some unexpected repairs and the opportunity to get a Diocesan match for 

specific repair projects.  Then utility costs were higher than planned.   Finally, originally the plan was to use 

volunteers for child care during the Summer but that was not feasible. 

We have been blessed by former parishioners leaving money to Trinity.  Those funds allowed Trinity to continue 

to build in recent years.  The Vestry had hoped to be able to prepare a balanced budget for 2019 but expenses 

have gone up along with pledges.  Pledges increased 7% for 2019, and we added a new service.  We have 

budgeted a deficit of $19,383 for 2019.   

       

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Jean Frazee, Treasurer 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report  (Preliminary pending annual audit) 
 

Balance Sheet as of 12/31/18    

 

 
 

 



8 

 

 

 

 
      
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



9 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



10 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 



11 

 

 
 

 



12 

 

 

 

 
 



13 

 

 

2019 Budget 
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Delegates Report 
 

179th Diocesan Convention 

The Episcopal Diocese of Missouri held its 179th convention at Christ Church Cathedral in St. Louis on 

November 17, 2018. This year the convention was held for one day.. The theme of the convention was 

“Remembering the Future”. The Bishop addressed the topics of Baptism, Ministry (the decreasing number of 

Deacons and Priests), demographics (smaller church is a reality, God uses what is small but asks for faithfulness 

and care about the world). Convention was attended by Rector Jon Stratton, Deacon Harry Leip and Delegates 

Mike Fowlkes and Ron Tompkins. The Bishop spoke about regrets during his tenure which included occasional 

“fumbles” in support of LGBT inclusion, and the decreasing number of clergy available to serve the Diocese. In 

contrast he spoke to those things he did not regret: 1) Responsible Budgets, 2) the formation of Deaconess Anne 

House, an intentional community, 3) the relationship with Lui, 4) St. Francis in Eureka, and 5) providing support 

for the formation of Faith Christian Church of India. 

The Bishop also spoke of his retirement in 2020. 

Nominations for Standing Committee, Diocesan Council, Cathedral Chapter and the Disciplinary Board were 

presented and voted upon. Mike Fowlkes was elected as a Lay Member of Standing Committee. 

The 2019 budget of $2,481,835 was approved with little discussion. 

Resolutions that were approved included Clergy Compensation, Centrality of Baptism to our identity as followers 

of Christ, Resolution to allow our companion relationship with Lui to lapse, and a commitment to the use of Bias-

Free and Expansive Language for God and Humanity. 

There was discussion around Resolution D-179 “Dismantling Racism Language” which was eventually not 

supported by Diocesan vote. The primary reason was that the resolution presented was too vague to address the 

significance of the issue. 

A highlight of the day was the Ordination of Barbi Click as Deacon. 

Respectfully submitted: 
Ron Tompkins 

 

Recommendation to the Vestry Concerning 

the Addition of a Saturday Evening Service 
 

Description of Trial: 

 

During the month of September 2018, we, the Liturgical Task Force (LTF), organized and executed four trial 

liturgies on Saturday evenings at 5 PM for the purpose of determining whether or not Trinity should pursue the 

creation of a regular Saturday evening liturgy. We organized a high Anglo-Catholic service, a contemplative 

Celtic service, a casual Eucharist service, and a contemporary service. After each liturgy, the rector facilitated a 

focus group meeting to gather feedback from the folks who attended (see appendix for feedback on each service). 

Overall, the services were well attended.  

 

Anglo-Catholic: 60 ppl  

Celtic: 80 ppl  

Casual: 40 ppl 

Contemporary: 32 ppl 
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The Saturday services had a marginal impact on the attendance at the regular Sunday liturgies.  

 

Recommendation:  

 

The LTF recommends launching a regular Saturday evening service at 5:00 PM beginning the first Saturday of 

Advent 2018. Furthermore, the LTF recommends offering the Celtic service in Advent and Lent and the casual 

service on Saturdays outside of the aforementioned liturgical seasons. These services will not include a full 

sermon, but instead, will feature a short homily or reflection.  

 

The LTF also highly recommends that the new service be no longer than one hour in length and include 100% 

gender inclusive language.  

 

Rationale:  

 

The LTF believes that the new Saturday service has the potential to attract new, unchurched people looking for a 

contemplative and grounding respite from the businesses and stress of everyday life. Also, the service will be 

different enough from the regular Sunday offerings that current members of Trinity may find it enriching to attend 

on both Saturday evening and Sunday morning. Finally, a third weekend option will encourage current members 

who find it hard to make it to church on Sunday morning to attend services more often.  

 

The LTF believes that the addition of a Saturday service will result in a net increase in ASA (average 

Sunday/Saturday attendance) even if it does not attract new members.  

 

The LTF also  

 

Costs:  

 

Financial  

 

The LTF projects that the financial cost of this service will be minimal. Trinity will only need to pay a 

professional musician in Advent and Lent which will cost $1600 - $2000 per year. The LTF highly recommends 

negotiating with Jeff Nall to play at the needed services. Other financial costs include clergy substitutes (up to 

$600 annually) and the purchase of liturgical furnishings, particularly candles (cost unknown but likely no higher 

than $500 annually in addition to the possibility of several one-time purchases).   

 

Total Financial Cost per Year: $3000 - $4000 

 

There could be additional costs if the vestry decided to add childcare and a sexton to this service. If those services 

are desired, the additional cost would be approximately $2808 for childcare and $1560 for a sexton.  

 

Volunteer  

 

Volunteer power will shift depending on the season. The Celtic service during Advent and Lent will require 

slightly more people than the services that happen outside of those two seasons. The Celtic service will require the 

following (some of these roles can be combined):  

 

1-2 Sacristans  

1-2 People to set up and tear down the space  

1 Reader 

1 Intercessor  

2 Chalice Bearers  

1 Usher 

1 Cantor (optional)  

 

Total Volunteers Needed: 7 – 10 (not including 1 paid musician).  
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The casual service will require the following: 

 

1-2 Sacristans  

1-2 People to set up and tear down the space  

1 Cantor  

1 Reader  

1 Chalice Bearer  

 

Total Volunteers: 5 – 7 (no paid musician needed)  

 

A new service will also increase the work load of the volunteer scheduler.  

 

Staff  

 

The LTF envisions that staff cost will be the highest cost associated with the new service. The rector will spend 

approximately 7 hours each week preparing for and presiding at the casual service and approximately 5 hours 

each week on the Celtic service.  

 

Casual  

 

Service and Set Up: 2 hrs  

Homily Prep: 2 hrs*  

Service Planning: 3hrs  

 

Celtic  

 

Service and Set Up: 2hrs  

Homily Prep: 2hrs*  

Service Planning: 1 hr  

 

*It is important to note that the services will not be homiletically centered. A proper Sunday morning sermon 

requires a significantly greater amount of prep time.  

 

The Deacon will incur 2-3 additional hours of work each week and the Parish Administrator will incur an extra 1- 

2 hours of work each week during Advent and Lent.  

 

Parameters  

  

If the vestry chooses to move forward with the outlined proposal, the LTF highly recommends that the vestry 

commit to the following:  

 

1) Evangelism: One of the potential negative effects of adding a new service is a drop in attendance at the 

10:30 AM Sunday service. The LTF believes that dropping below an average attendance of 70 ppl at the 

10:30 AM service would drastically impact the liturgical atmosphere and create a feeling of emptiness 

and low-energy. If the vestry decides to add a new service, we recommend that the vestry commits to an 

intentional program of Evangelism that will bring new people into the church and will grow our current 

services as well as the new Saturday service. The LTF does not have any specific recommendation on 

what that program of Evangelism should or could look like.   

2) 6 month Trial: The LTF strongly suggests launching the service on a six month trial basis and seriously 

considering dropping the service after the six month trial if it has not grown to at least 20 people attending 

on average (not counting altar party) and/or has decreased the 10:30 AM service to below 70 on average 

at the end of the trial period.  

3) Volunteer Power: The LTF recommends recruiting new volunteers to serve on Saturday rather than tap 

people already serving at the Sunday morning liturgies.  
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4) Staffing Plan: The LTF recommends that the vestry intentionally work with the staff to create a plan that 

empowers them to accomplish the new tasks of the Saturday service without succumbing to burn out 

and/or taking on an unjust or unreasonable amount of new work. This may include a drastic shift of staff 

priorities, especially concerning the rector.  

 
Respectfully submitted: 

The Liturgical Task Force 

Parish Life Commission Report 
 

The Committee this year included Tammy O’Donnell (my co-chair); Hazel & Tom Kirk, Jan Parker, Pat Way, 

and Kate Worland (all of whom stepped up and took charge of organizing the particulars of particular events), 

Karen Biggs and Kathy Tierney (who receive grateful accolades for treating above and beyond the call of mere 

duty!); and Betsey Gardner, Pam Hardester, Chuck Havener, Sara Lappi, Mary Moore, Frank Schottler, Ron 

Tompkins, Gloria Winston, and anyone not on my Parish Life Committee call list who has come early to set up or 

stayed late to clean up after any of our events. 

 

We hosted almost one event a month: the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper in February, a Lent Fish Dinner to 

raise money for Jobs With Justice in March, and in May the Pentecost Strawberry Social and a week later the 

Trinity/St. John’s Picnic in Tower Grove Park.  This year the Blessing of the Bicycles was as much fun and much 

wider-ranging than the previous year, with four different ride lengths, about a half-dozen Episcopal parishes 

trying to out-do each other in providing refreshments and rest stops along the various routes, and a brat barbecue 

at the finish line in Trinity’s West Parking Lot. In contrast, the Pet Blessing to celebrate St. Francis’s Day was 

under-whelming due to poor preliminary planning and community advertisement, as well as failure to attract a 

CWE commercial co-sponsor.  However, Fr. Jon did bless one “neighborhood” dog (and his owner) in addition to 

a menagerie that mirrored our parish’s diversity of personalities and characters. The Parish Life “first” this year 

was to sponsor a Trinity table at the Trivia Night to raise funds for Deaconess Anne House, held at Emmanuel 

Episcopal in Webster Groves on October 20. 
  
Shared meals included a wonderful Saturday afternoon dinner hosted by Gloria Winston in gratitude for her 

Trinity family, and what a feast of love that was! We had a potluck on All Saints’ Sunday, Oct. 4; a Thanksgiving 

Pie Social after the Wednesday evening Thanksgiving service on Nov. 28; and a Festive Coffee Hour for the 

Greening of the Church on Dec. 23.  The Annual Meeting Potluck today (2/4/19) is my swan song as Parish Life 

Coordinator.  Advice I would give my successor: (1) You can depend on your team – they have always come 

through for me when I sent out panicky e-mails asking for help.  A quarterly meeting (or e-mailing) listing 

upcoming events and asking for a coordinator and a few assistants for each of the events works really well.  

Filling out Fr. Jon’s POP sheets beforehand is even better because then the volunteers know what they are getting 

into.  (2) Try to keep records of the amounts of food provided for non-potluck events like the Fish Fry, or the Brat 

Barbecue after the Bike Blessing.  I never knew how much to buy, and almost always purchased way too much!  

The excess went to the Food Pantry or the Hot Lunches – nothing gets wasted at Trinity. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Anne Hennig 

 

Trinity Food Ministry Report 
 

Our mission: The Trinity Food Ministry (TFM) provides nourishing perishable and non-perishable food to 

persons in need through the Food Pantry and weekday meal, and the Sunday Hot Lunch, in a context of Christian 

hospitality and mutual respect. This ministry evolves in response to the resources that become available to us and 

the needs that present themselves - and we’ve continued to grow and change during 2018. 

 

The food ministry, while largely a volunteer endeavor, is managed by the Rev. Barbi Click, who is responsible for 

the operation of its programs. Adrienne Fly coordinates the volunteers and other groups that partner with TFM, 

and is the liaison between the food ministry, the parish and others. 
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Our Food Pantry operates in the South Parish Hall Tuesdays and  Wednesdays from 1:30 until 3:00, and 

Thursdays from 4:00 until 5:30. On average, we bring in and give out 2,500 pounds of perishable and non-

perishable food each week. We purchase half of the food we distribute, the other half being donated by 

parishioners, other churches, congregations and businesses. In the summer, volunteers from church and 

community gardens provide us with over 4,000 pounds of fresh produce.  

 

The weekly donation by Whole Foods of their prepared, fresh and packaged foods has enabled us to provide a 

good if eclectic meal to pantry clients and folks who come just to eat - about 6,750 meals served this past year! 

The South Parish Hall is a place of respite and fellowship for people who may be homeless or live in single-room-

occupancy housing. More volunteers have emerged to be part of this enlivened community and the atmosphere 

during pantry has been utterly transformed. 

 

Our three-day-a-week pantry is staffed by 50+ volunteers from Trinity and elsewhere, and last year provided food 

for about over 9,500 people. We are grateful for the ongoing faithful service of all of you who are Food Pantry 

volunteers, Monday-night-bread picker-uppers, Tuesday-morning-bread-baggers, and helpful people who just 

pitch in when help is needed! We want also to acknowledge those who have taken on the provision of special 

items: razors, socks, toilet tissue, bar soap, wash rags and feminine hygiene items. Some have seen a need and 

could not imagine themselves being without that thing and make donating that a regular part of their life with 

TFM. 

 

The other part of TFM is the Sunday Hot Lunch. Each week the South Parish Hall welcomes 60 to 110 people 

for a hot meal. Teams of eight to 15 volunteers cook and serve, assisted by Barbi and Trinity volunteer-

innkeepers. We hosted over 4,500 people in 2018.  

 

Teams come from other members of the Holy Ground Collaborative: Central Reform Congregation, Cornerstone 

Institutional Baptist Church, 1st Church of Christ, Scientist, 1st Unitarian Church; St. Paul’s UCC; and fellow 

Episcopalians from Grace, Holy Communion, St. Francis, St. Peter’s and Trinity. Additionally, some Girl Scouts, 

Macy’s employees and stylists from the Phillip Johnson Salon have taken spots on the roster. A special thank you 

to Trinity’s Hot Lunch innkeepers, cooks and servers! 

 

Through Deaconess Faith Community Nurse Ministries, we have Reta Kirk, RN as our nurse during pantry 

hours helping clients monitor their medical issues and providing education about ways they can improve their 

health.  Reta is adept at linking people with health services in the current challenging climate. The City health 

department supplies us with condoms and offers confidential HIV/STD testing. 

 

Understanding our finances: Trinity Parish is home to both parts of this ministry and provides support in the 

form of office and program supplies. However, TFM does not receive money from the church budget or from 

your Every Member Canvas pledges. The food that we purchase and Barbi’s compensation are funded by the 

money that parishioners and others, including other congregations, contribute specifically to TFM.  

 

We are very grateful for the support demonstrated by that money as well as your many expressions of 

appreciation for this ministry.  

 

Thanks to Kathy van Bakergem for writing thank-you notes to donors (other than parishioners) throughout the 

year, as she has done for time immemorial. Thanks for the gift of Barbi Click’s ministry with us; she is 

extraordinarily talented, thoughtful, and a pleasure to work with. And a final “Thank You” to Bill Ader, our 

parish administrator and IT department... 

 

Over 6,000 hours of volunteer time go into Trinity’s Food Pantry, and nearly 4,000 volunteer hours are 

entailed in the Sunday Hot Lunch program. It’s Time, Treasure and Talent!!! 

 

Respectfully submitted:  

Adrienne Fly 

TFM Coordinator  
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Stewardship Commission Report 
 

The U.S. Bishop’s Pastoral Letter states that “parishioners must accept responsibility for their parishes and 

contribute generously, both money and service – to their programs and projects.” 
 

In 2018, Trinitarians generously provided the funds that enabled our parish to thrive.   In 2018, our relationship 

with our Hot Lunch guests expanded in the summer months to include Hot Lunch Worship in the Memorial 

Garden.  The youth education program now incorporates story, song, and crafts.  The children are excited and 

engaged in what is now called “Messy Church.”   
 

This year’s Blessing of the Bicycles experienced an increase in ridership and was blessed with diocesan 

participation.  Churches throughout the diocese acted as resting stops along the bicycle tour.   
 

The parish evaluated four test services for a 5 PM Saturday worship service.  This service, for our CWE 

neighbors, is called “The Table at Trinity.”  January 5th was the inaugural service. 

Trinitarians rose to the challenge of tackling ethics reform in Missouri politics.  The parish collected the most 

signatures of any congregation for the “Clean Missouri” amendment and was awarded the “Golden Clipboard” as 

recognition.  The effort proved successful, as the amendment passed with 62% of the vote. 
 

The parish continues to actively support and participate in the programs that challenge us to be The Beloved 

Community.  The funds from the 2018 Stewardship Campaign, were instrumental in facilitating program creation 

and implementation.  For 2019, you have raised $292,362.  This is a 4.33% increase from last year. 
 

Our parish has accepted the responsibility to fund and support existing and new Trinity programs.  We improve 

our own lives as we collectively commit to institute positive change in to the lives of our CWE neighbors, and in 

to the lives of the wider community.  This commitment to The Beloved Community is why Trinity Episcopal 

Church remains vital and relevant.   
 

Thank you for your stewardship pledge. 
 

Respectfully submitted: 

Respectfully submitted: 

Mike Fowlkes, Stewardship Chair 

 

Arts Committee 
 

 

The Arts Committee had another successful year of activities.  We started the year with a group show by Artists 

First, an agency that works with veterans and people with different abilities.  That was followed by a group textile 

exhibit featuring Trinitarian Eden Harris.  In the fall we hosted Byron Rogers who staged an exhibit that raised 

money for a new charity supporting children with learning disabilities.  Our final show of the year was a one-

woman show by Olga Rusinova, a Russian immigrant by way of Mexico.  Her wide range of styles and strong 

faith-based imagery made for a terrific exhibit.  In the memorial gallery we had a number of exhibits by 

Trinitarians, including Anne Hennig, Barb Holmes, Lawrence Holmes, Michael Haggans, and a retrospective of 

needlework by Gil Fisher and Clyde Nagy. 

 

A big highlight of the year was the debut of our Pentecost string art installation, which hung at the front of the 

sanctuary for a number of weeks and was well-received by those who saw it.  The string art will be installed again 

this year to celebrate Trinity Sunday and Pentecost. 

 

Many thanks to the members of the Arts Committee who make this all possible:  Ron Tompkins, Jordan McGirk, 

Robin Morgan, Julien Worland, John Uhlemann.  We are always looking for new members.  If you have an 

interest in elevating the place of visual arts within our building and our church community, please contact us 

at jeff@jeffwunrow.com.  

  

Respectfully submitted: 

Jeff Wunrow 
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Communications Committee 
 

The Communications Committee has only been active for about six months, but we have been working behind the 

scenes to spread the word about the good work being done here at Trinity.  Our press efforts resulted in media 

coverage of our Blessing of the Bicycles for the first time.  One of our top priorities at the moment is assessing 

and improving internal communications strategies and helping to flesh out the beautiful new Trinity website that 

was the work of Father Jon check it out if you haven’t seen it yet!  We are also focusing a lot of energy on 

publicizing the new Saturday service:  The Table at Trinity.  We hope that out of this effort will come a broader 

and more comprehensive social media strategy in the future. 

 

Many thanks to the members of the Communications Committee:  Michael Shepley, Karin Layher, Etta Taylor, 

Ellie Chapman, Virginia Benson, Betsy Kirchoff, Al Adams, and Mick Maurer.  If you would like to join our 

efforts, we would be glad for help.  We would especially appreciate the help of anyone who has a solid 

understanding of social media marketing strategies.  If you are interest, please contact jeff@jeffwunrow.com.   

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Jeff Wunrow, chair. 

Trinity Art Club 
 
Trinity Art Club meets every Saturday morning in the South Parish Hall. We share breakfast, always coffee and 

we do art. Participants in Trinity’s food ministry, neighbors and friends of the congregation, gather around tables 

and do art together. 

Our leaders, Con Christeson and Lois Ingrum (Molly Green until this past summer) prompt us with an idea and 

off we go — drawing, painting, and collaging mixed with lots of talking. Though a diverse group, we find that as 

the paint brushes move, the markers draw and the scissors and glue shape ideas, we have much in common as 

human beings interested in expressing ourselves through art. 

 

Once we’re done and begin to share our work with the group, we tend to be amazed at all the variations on a 

theme that we bring to the table. 

 

Please enjoy our efforts and feel free to join us any Saturday morning. 

 

Thanks to Robin Morgan for the above report on the Trinity Art Club. TAC meets every Saturday in the South 

Parish Hall from 8:30 to 11:30 am. Art begins at 9 am. All are welcome.  

 

Please check out the upper hallway leading into the Nave. There are numerous works from TAC artists available 

for your viewing pleasure.  

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Barbi Click, Manager TFM    

 
 

Sunday School and Religious Education Report 
 

 

Children’s Sunday School 

Trinity’s religious education has seen significant growth this year. We have more than doubled student enrollment 

in our Sunday school program for children under the age of 12. Most of these new students are children from the 

neighborhood who started attending as a result of Trinity Neighborhood camp. During Sunday school, children 

study key bible stories, sing classic Sunday school songs, and learn prayers and liturgical practices from the 

Anglican tradition. We are currently using a curriculum from Spark House Publishing.  

 

This year, our Sunday school program has grown to include academic tutoring for students who need a little help 

with reading. Tutoring happens throughout the week at Trinity.  
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Sunday school students were not sequestered in the North Parish Hall where they were neither seen nor heard by 

the larger congregation. Every Sunday, the children join the congregation for Communion, and on Advent and 

Christmas the children participated in the liturgy by offering songs, prayers, and a reenactment of the Christmas 

story.  

 

Sunday school could not have been possible this year without our faithful teachers, aides, and professional 

childcare workers. Barb Holmes in particular has taken on a significant leadership role. Without her creativity and 

dedication, we would not have experienced the growth in numbers or the enrichment of our children’s ministry 

that we saw in the past year.  

 

Adult Religious Education and Christian Formation  

In 2018, Trinitarians enjoyed a robust religious education and Christian formation program. On Sunday’s at 9:30 

AM, parishioners gathered together to read and study scripture. We read through the entire book of Genesis, 

studied Jesus’ parables as found in the Gospels, and read the stories of women in the bible from a feminist 

perspective. During the fall and winter months, parishioners studied theology every Sunday after the 10:30 AM 

service. Topics included Anglican identity, Christian discipleship, and the intersection of faith and politics. These 

afternoon session were not always well attended, and in 2019, the sessions will be reduced to once a month. 

Along with the regular Sunday education offerings, folks being confirmed/received attended confirmation classes, 

members gathered for conversation and reflection at Theology on Tap at Dressel’s, and several weekday evening 

theological discussion classes were offered throughout the year.  

 

Respectfully submitted: 

The Rev. Jon Stratton 

 

Trinity Neighborhood Camp 
 

The leadership team for the 2018 camp included:  Margaret Emert, Pat Way, Kathleen McManis, Alicia Lucas, 

Gwen Sims, and Barbara Holmes.  Jon Stratton was an ex-officio member.  Hsiao-hui Sickel represented Schlafly 

Library.  The first meeting of the group was February 8, 2018.  The group met 4 times before camp and one time 

after camp. 

 

The camp’s objectives remained the same as 2017:  

1. to provide 30 neighborhood children with a camp experience that would prepare them to return to school; 

2. to provide a camp environment that would be fun and rich with the positive support of adults and teens;  and  

3. to deepen Trinity’s connection to the neighborhood.   

We understood ‘school preparation’ to include: reinforcement of age-appropriate academic skills in math, science, 

language arts, the fine arts, and exercise; gifts of backpacks and school supplies; and the routine of a daily 

schedule. 

The camp’s objectives were met.    

 

The camp took place on July 30 through August 3 from 8:00 am to 12:30 pm.  Most families paid $1 to register a 

child.  We marketed the camp at the Biome School, the Trinity Hot Lunch program, the Food Pantry, the 

Roosevelt Towne Apartments and the Washington Square Apartments.  We had a large outdoor sign during the 

month of July. 

 

In our second year, it was easier to recruit campers.  56 applications were received:  33 attended camp, 14 were 

accepted but did not attend, and 9 remained on the wait list.  Of the 33 who attended the camp, 14 were returning 

campers from 2017.  The largest number of applications came from the two apartment buildings that are within 

walking distance of the church.     

 

The program began with breakfast and Fr. Jon leading songs.   

 

• The exercise classes focused on motor movement skills (balance, jumping, lower body strength), Yoga and 

Zumba.  
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• The music classes focused on rhythms, movement, instruments and singing - all reinforcing the theme “working 

Together”.   

• The math/science classes were organized under the theme of making the world a better place by working 

together.  The most popular projects were making terrariums and recycling paper into new paper.   

• In language arts, the children read fiction and non-fiction books. They became more successful readers and 

journal writers through learning strategies that included picture clues, context clues and rhyming words. 

• In art, they made maracas, visors, pencil cases, and snap bracelets.   

• In theater, they learned to imagine themselves as super heroes;  they assumed new identities when they donned 

strange hats. 

 

Friday’s festivities began with a shadow play, “Go To Sleep Gecko” presented by volunteers from the Schlafly 

Library under the direction of Hsiaohui Sickel.  Then the campers entertained their families with a marvelous 

show that featured demonstrations of theater techniques, as well as their songs with hand movements.  Two SIUE 

Women’s basketball team members handed the campers their backpacks, a bag containing their work from the 

week, and SIUE tee shirts. Camp culminated in a delicious lunch of sloppy joes, fruit salad, cole slaw and 

decorated sheet cakes.  The parents clapped for their children,  took their photos, hugged the volunteers and 

expressed their gratitude for all that the children received.  Approximately 120 community neighbors participated 

in the festive lunch on Friday.   

 

The camp is not included in the church budget and was financed through donations.  Contributions from 24 

donors covered all of the camp costs of $4093.  The major expenses were backpacks/school supplies and the 

Friday lunch.  The camp staff included 55 volunteers, of whom 34 are members of Trinity or associated with 

Trinity’s food ministry and/or Art Club.  We offered honorariums to our nurse, volunteer trainers from the 

Kirkwood YMCA, a college student who was hired to accompany a special needs student, and gas money for our 

theater instructor who came in from Wisconsin.   Breakfast and lunch (Monday through Friday morning) were 

supplied by the City’s “School’s Out Cafe” program at no cost to the church.  Although we budgeted for 30 

backpacks, we actually purchased and filled 48 backpacks which were given to the campers, the teen counselors, 

and to children who are serviced through the food ministry.  

 

This year, after camp was over, we made a special effort to invite our campers to participate in our church school.  

Ten children responded, of whom 6-7 are coming on a regular basis.  In addition, one of the campers who was 

recognized as being a struggling reader, now comes to Trinity for tutoring.   

 

There is a modest overlap between the families served through the food ministry and the families who send their 

children to summer camp.  Generally, we are reaching a different segment of the community through summer 

camp.   A very simple survey of the camp families indicates that additional services for children (enrichment 

classes, assistance with homework,  parent support groups, etc.) would be welcomed by our neighbors. 

 

Many, many thanks to our summer camp donors and volunteers.  Your gifts make this simple gesture of 

community outreach possible.  The kids really do have fun as they prepare to return to school! 

 

We plan to do it again in 2019! 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Barbara Holmes 

 

Acolytes, Readers and Intercessors Report 
 

For over 100 services each year, our acolytes, chalices, readers and intercessors give their time, talent and energy 

to the Trinity community.  This group of volunteers works diligently to provide a sacred liturgy for our worship.  I 

am humbled and honored to serve with the many persons who give their time so freely on Sundays to allow us to 

worship – it truly is a community endeavor! 
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Our readers and Intercessors make the challenge of reading all the names, places and events in the bible look easy 

(ok, mostly easy)!   At any service, you can hear them bringing the words of the past to life and helping gather our 

prayers and intercessions.  Many thanks to Al Adams, Virginia Benson, Dean Bradley, Ellie Chapman, Linda 

Eastman, Adrienne Fly, Anne Giedinghagen, Hazel Kirk, Sara Lappi, Nikki Lott, Bill Mayhan, Ted McNamara, 

Hal Morgan, Mike Pilato, Dave Rueschhoff, Mary Seager, Rachel Steinbrueck, Ron Tompkins, John Uhlemann, 

Ann Watts-Wilnow, Betty Weber, Tom Weber, Julien Worland and Jeff Wunrow for their gracious assistance this 

past year.   

 

Trinity is blessed to have a group of acolytes who excel in the art of liturgical choreography and make it all seem 

easy.  Thanks to Fritzi Baker, Cody Burleson, Nancy Emmel, Steven Forsyth, Mike Fowlkes, Katie Hoffmeister, 

Karin Layher, Tammy O’Donnell, Faith Sandler and Linda Small for their enthusiastic attending to the art of 

liturgy. 

 

I continue to be thankful for our squad of youth acolytes who help us to remember to have a sense of humor in all 

our service!  A hearty thanks to Zoe Goffe, Kara Henderson, Annie & Jack Hoffmeister and Riley Luebbers for 

their energy and participation. 

 

At our services, the chalice bearers faithfully assist at the altar and pass the Eucharistic cup to all.  Big thanks to 

Brian Alms, Darrell Berg, George Friesen, Willie Meadows, Barbara Uhlemann, Bill von Glahn, Carter Whitson 

and Lisa Will-Smith for their careful and prayerful ministry to the community. 

 

As a last note, I would like to deeply thank two persons whose many year of volunteering and dedication have 

been remarkable.  After many faithful years of volunteering at the altar and scheduling all liturgical personnel, 

Jym Andris & Stephen Nichols retired last fall from active duty.  As we read in scripture – well done good and 

faithful servant! 
 

Sacristans and Flower Guild Report 
 

Many thanks to Sacristans: Jym Andris, Anne Hennig, Lisa Carpenter, Joyce von Glahn and Steven Forsyth, for 

their ongoing commitment to prepare the altar for Sunday and special services.  Special thanks to Karen Bigg, 

who, although she has relocated to Cape Girardeau, continues to assist with Sacristy the first Saturday and Sunday 

of each month.. Thanks to all the Sacristans for the extra time and attention paid to polishing brass and silver, 

cleaning and repairing vestments and doing the extras needed to have everything ready for services every Sunday 

as well as for baptisms, weddings, funerals and other special services. 

 

 As always, special thanks to Etta Taylor, unofficial Sacristan, who prepared the loaves of bread for our Eucharist 

celebrations.  

 

And finally – special thanks to everyone who has volunteered to provide fresh flowers for the Altar on Sundays: 

Karen Bigg, Ellie Chapman, Anne Hennig, Barb Holmes, Jan Parker, Pat Way and Ron Tompkins. Eden Harris is 

now residing part time in her family home near Springfield, IL and has retired from this ministry. Michael 

Nickelson (who is a professional florist) is now assisting with this ministry as well.  Thank you everyone! 

 

We welcome anyone who would like to participate in this ministry, on either a regular basis or to help out once in 

awhile. 
 

Respectfully submitted: 

Ron Tompkins 

Ushers Report 
 

This year it is a privilege to acknowledge and thank our faithful team of ushers volunteer each Sunday and for 

special services throughout the year. 

 

 Throughout 2018 we saw a few changes with-Skip Coburn moving out of state and Jym Andris who retired after 

many years of ushering at Trinity.  With Skip and Jym's departure we were fortunate to have John Carroll as 

substitute usher. John thanks for coming to the rescue 
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Stephen Nichols passed the scheduling duties to Deacon Harry. Stephen we appreciate all you have done. Harry 

your guidance and communication throughout the year was very helpful to us at Trinity. 

 

Our Trinity ushers are the following: 

Lisa Carpenter, John Carroll, Carol Cradock, Ron D'Aloia, Bill Mayhan, Dave Mundy, Kathleen and Chuck 

McManis, Faith Sandler, Cheryl Wobbe and myself. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Jan Kasalko 

 

Healing Team Ministry Report 
 

Every Sunday at Trinity, a member of the Healing Ministry is in the chapel  during communion to pray with those 

who are worried  or sick, or who are concerned  about a loved one who is having a hard time.   Sometimes people 

are troubled about what is going on in our city or in the country. Over time, people who are undergoing some kind 

of trial have experienced healing and have  gotten a great deal of comfort from having specific and personal 

prayers said for them.  Healing in all kinds of ways does happen in our little chapel which feels like a very holy 

space.  
 

Respectfully submitted: 

Hazel Kirk 
 

Film and Fellowship Report 
  

Film and Fellowship met in the North Parish Hall on the second Tuesday of each month for a light potluck supper 

and a discussion of two films that participants had agreed on and had seen in advance. The discussions were led 

by Martha Baker. 

 

This year’s films were Molly’s Game, The Post, Hostiles, The Party, Foxtrot, The Death of Stalin, Where’s 

Kyra?, Tully, The Bookshop, Black KkKlansman, Colette, The Wife, The Hate U Give, At Eternity’s Gate and 

The Front Runner. 

 

All Trinitarians are invited to see the selected films on their own and come for supper and a lively film discussion. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Ellie Chapman 

 Book Discussion Group 
 

Trinity Book Group has never been an exclusive company, but just a group of people who enjoy reading and 

discussing books.  We have been reading a book most months for about 35 years.  If you are, like me, an English 

major, who has gone into a completely different field, ease your hunger for reading and discussing good literature, 

by coming to Book Group. If you enjoy reading, please come.  We meet at each other’s homes.  The host provides 

snacks and a dessert, so the occasion becomes a party.  We talk intensely together and discuss all kinds of 

important issues  and our own personal experiences in the meantime. I am hoping new people will consider 

coming and that old regulars will come back.  It has been a fun group for a long time. The books must be 

available in paperback and are typically at the library. We are no longer requiring that every book be a 

novel.  Please come.  Everyone is welcome.  

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Hazel Kirk 

 

 

 
 



27 

 

Holy Yarn 
Our primary ministry is to create knit and crocheted items to support pastoral care and parish life. We have given 

parishioners  

prayer shawls, lap blankets, and chemo caps to support those with a variety of needs. We also give  

baby blankets in celebration of the arrival of new family (and sometimes parish) members. They all represent the 

love of God through the parish.  

 

In this past year, we have concentrated on donating items to the parish and to the many clients at the Food Pantry.  

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Linda Eastman 
 

Organist and Choir Master’s Report 
 

This is my sixteenth year as organist at Trinity. When I assumed leadership of the choir five years ago, I set for 

myself many lofty goals: expand the choir's repertoire by purchasing new music...tons of it; clarify and correct the 

way we chant the psalms; improve balance and blend; improve diction; exploit our potential for expressiveness; 

increase our understanding of the choir's function in traditional liturgy; and above all, to instill an eagerness to 

listen to, and ability to hear, how it all "fits together." I didn't expect to accomplish everything. I was wrong. 

 

My greatest reward is hearing the continuous improvement in every aspect of the choir's sound. Almost every 

challenge eventually gives up its reward. To hear a choir member say, "This is hard but I hear the difference and 

it's worth it," is immensely fulfilling. We work hard, we listen hard, we give our best, we sometimes enjoy 

refreshments for which we must present an ID. We are better than we were. 

 

My greatest challenge is finding anthems suitable for our choir and parish. I strive to select a wide variety of 

anthems appropriate to the liturgical seasons, as do Father Jon and Rev. Harry in selecting the hymns. There's a 

lot of choral music out there; most of it, I reject for being too hard, too easy, too high, too low, too sentimental, 

too evangelical, too "not us." However, a bigger challenge may be just down the road: If we cannot maintain 

enough male voices to support four-part harmony, the overwhelming majority of anthems of any kind will be 

excluded from us--the choir would necessarily be reduced to three-part harmony, for which almost no choral 

music exists. I, therefore, submit to you the choir's Wish List. It consists of merely one item: 

 

We need voices. Especially male voices. Especially basses. 

 

To sing in Trinity's choir, very little is required: a love of singing and a desire to offer one's best efforts. Desirable 

but not required: ability to read music; unfailing health; a doctorate in choral performance; first-hand experience 

singing under the direction of J. S. Bach; permanent residency at the church. In other words, if you can learn and 

carry a tune, we welcome you and we need you. 

 

The organ, piano, and harpsichord remain in pristine condition and are regularly tuned and maintained by local 

talent. The parish halls' pianos are both very poor but seemingly adequate for their limited use. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeffery L. Nall 

 

Deacon's Report 
 

It is hard to believe that the beginning on 2018 marked my seventh year as a deacon in our Diocese (and Trinity’s 

deacon in particular).  So, it was a great joy to celebrate Trinity Sunday with our community realizing that it 

would be my last Sunday before taking the summer off for my sabbatical.  It was a great gift to me to be able to 

take time off, knowing that the community was in good hands with Father Jon and our wonderful altar volunteers 

– who kept all our liturgy running smoothly.  Thank you! 
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When I met with our Bishop to confirm my sabbatical, I told him that I wanted to spend the summer visiting other 

churches (not just Episcopal) and rediscover how it felt to sit in a pew and just participate in the worship (instead 

of leading it).  What sounded like a simple endeavor proved to be a profound experience as each place I visited 

was a remarkable experience.  From the grandness of St. Michael & St. George – to the simple quietness in 

Northern Indiana – from the overflowing hospitality of Christ Church in Cape Girardeau to the beauty of stained 

glass at St. Mark’s - each Sunday proved to be a unique experience.  While each community used the same Book 

of Common Prayer, its expressions of liturgy, it’s faithfulness to worship was as unique as each of our 

fingerprints.  It was a sacred experience which I very much appreciated. 

 

As the fall began, it was good to return to Trinity with a new-found realization and appreciation for all the 

communities that intersect with Trinity.   We have persons who volunteer at Trinity, who have never been here on 

a Sunday morning.  We have a community of neighborhood persons who find hospitality each time they 

encounter our Food Ministry.  We have neighborhood groups who find safe space under our roof when they meet 

here.  We have neighborhood youth who are getting to know us while we provide an opportunity for them to learn 

about God and community.  And the list goes on.  The Trinity community is much larger and more expansive than 

we often think about – which is an ongoing blessing. 

 

Speaking of community – there are so many people who I am thankful for – who through their actions, keep our 

community well cared for.  I appreciate Parish Administrator Bill Ader, who answers the phones, understands the 

nuances of the copy machine and keeps the trains running on time.  I appreciate the non-stop energy and 

dedication of Adriene Fly who elegantly juggles many things at once but still maintains a sense of humor.  I have 

enjoyed getting to know our Sexton Wes Ragland who always has a smile on his face, eager to help anyone who 

asks.  I continue to be in awe of Jeff Nall and his wide knowledge of all things musical. 

 

One of the happiest moments of this year for me was attending Barbie Click’s ordination to the diaconate.  It has 

been an honor to watch Barbie’s passion and dedication result in a call to ordained ministry where she will 

continue to bring the light of the Gospel to so many who are in need.    In a similar vein, it has been wonderful to 

host Jeff Goldone at Trinity during his field education, as he continues his journey to ordinated ministry. 

 

Lastly, I continue to appreciate Father Jon’s insights, humor and overall dedication to our community.  In ways 

large and small, Jon continues to teach me what it means to be a pastor – and the unlimited opportunities for those 

who strive for peace and justice. 

 

May our community continue to be a light which illuminates the Central West End, the city of St. Louis and the 

world. 
 

Respectfully submitted: 

The Rev. Harry Leip 

 

Junior Warden’s Report 
 

Trinity has implemented upgrades throughout the church this past year.  In the sanctuary, we have introduced 

LED lighting to brighten the worship space.  The sacristy has been refreshed with a coat of paint.  In the North 

Parish Hall, the black chairs have been reupholstered, and Tom Kirk has created a Dutch Door that enhances the 

nursery space.  Security concerns were addressed in the South Parish Hall by changing the locks.   Issues with the 

South Parish Hall tile floor were discussed with John Martin and Kris Zapalac who shared their knowledge of the 

flooring business.  Tom Kirk then implemented a flooring solution that will last for many years to come.  Barbara 

Uhlemann, Kate Worland, and Jay Fish headed the improvements seen on the church grounds.  The trees that 

hung over the east parking lot were trimmed back.  The ivy on the east parking lot was removed by Jay and his 

team of students.  The team created a low maintenance flower bed plan that when planted, will beautify the east 

parking lot this spring.  Thank you, Jay!  Benches in the memorial garden were refreshed with a walnut stain.  

Potholes on the parking lots have been patched and additional lighting has been added to the east parking lot to 

enhance security.  Jan Parker consulted on the church’s infrastructure issues.  The basement sewer line was 

replaced, an unneeded drain was removed, and new storage space was created in the basement. 
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From the Diocese we received a grant that will assist in the costs to come and costs already incurred for several 

projects.  An underground water leak will be repaired.  The Choir Room heater, nearing its end of life, has been 

replaced and upgraded.  The new system will maintain a constant temperature in the Choir Room, thereby 

reducing contraction and expansion of the organ components.  The basement window near the steps on the Euclid 

Avenue parking lot will be replaced with glass blocks on January 31st, 2019. 

There are additional projects for consideration in 2019, aside from the invariable maintenance.  The sanctuary 

window frames need attention, as do the grated basement windows.  The Memorial Fountain motor needs 

replacement.  Estimates have been obtained for these projects.  Additionally, we have estimates for an irrigation 

system to automatically water the planting areas around the church.  There is also an estimate for a sanctuary 

sound system that will enhance the quality of the sound during worship.  

The Junior Warden position in 2018 was a team effort.  Thanks to Bill Ader who skillfully managed the vendors 

visiting Trinity to complete the repairs and maintenance.  Thanks to all the team members that provided their 

skills and the expertise required to maintain and beautify Trinity, inside and out. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Mike Fowlkes 

Senior Warden’s Report 
 

I was honored to be asked to serve as senior warden for 2017 and looked forward to the challenge. In addition to 

being at staff meeting weekly, I met monthly with Jon to prepare the agenda for the upcoming meeting, to keep us 

on a yearly calendar of vestry tasks (where we hoped to tackle problems well in advance of their needing to be 

finally dealt with!) and to talk about what we saw going on in the Parish and consider directions, programs, needs 

for resources, and the like.  

 

As I write this on January 30, 2019, the congregation has stepped up as it so often does to address the crisis of 

some astonishingly cold weather. With wind chills projected to be minus 30 if not colder, Trinity decided to 

become a warming center for 48 hours this week for people who have nowhere else to go. Folks volunteered  their 

time, their food, their blankets, and their good cheer. It is as Trinity always is. Doing more than one might expect 

in a congregation of our size.  

 

The State of the Parish is good, I believe. We see new faces coming in, and lots of the toddlers! The recent 

stewardship campaign went very well. John’s leadership has been inspiring and effective. We are excited with the 

new Saturday Table service that is drawing a good number of people. 

 

I thank all the members of the vestry for their faithful service. Mike Foulkes, Fritzi Baker, Jean Frazee, Anne 

Hennig, Lawrence Holmes, Tammy O’Donnell, Horace Walcott, and Carter Whitson. We are all grateful to the 

continuing fabulous services of our clerk Julia Worland! 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Adrienne Fly, Senior Warden 

 

Rector’s Report 
 

(The Rector’s Report will be available in the hard copy of the Annual Report distributed at the Annual 

Meeting.) 
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Parish Statistics 2018 
 

Membership: 237 Individuals; 151 Households  

Average Sunday Attendance: 129  

Easter Attendance: 175 

Christmas Attendance: 206 

Children enrolled in Sunday school: 20 

Baptisms: 3  

Confirmations/Receptions: 2  

Marriages: 2 

Burials: 2 

 


