
Trinity Episcopal Church 

Hymn Sing – September 14, 2019 

 

Here is the material that Harry pulled together about each of the hymns that we 

sang. There were 78 hymns nominated and 1196 votes case – resulting in $1196 

raised for the Trinity Food Ministry! 

Our warm-up hymn comes to us from our Anglican past.   

It was written in 1860 by William Whiting, an Anglican churchman from the 

United Kingdom who grew up near the ocean.  At the age of thirty-five he felt his 

life was spared by God when a violent storm nearly claimed the ship he was 

travelling on, instilling a belief in God's command over the rage and calm of the 

sea. Eventually Whiting shared his experiences of the ocean and wrote a hymn to 

"anchor his faith".  In writing it, Whiting is generally thought to have been 

inspired by Psalm 107, which describes the power and fury of the seas. 

Within a year the text appeared in the influential first edition of Hymns Ancient 

and Modern (HA&M) in 1861 and its circulation became widespread throughout 

England. 

It is a great example of the ways in which the Episcopal Church has adapted this 

hymn to recognize our reliance on God for our modern circumstances.  For the 

1940 Hymnal, verses 2 and 3 were changed to recognize the advances in 

automobile and airline travel – so a verse was changed to reflect the land, while 

one was altered to reflect traveling in the air. Finally, with the 1982 Hymnal the 

fourth verse was modified to reflect our travel into space. 

Hymn #579  - Almighty Father, strong to save 

 

 

 

 



Hymn #10 was originally written as a processional hymn by the Anglican 

Bishop of Wakefield, William Walsham How who was born Dec. 13, 1823. 

We would probably call him an overachiever since he wrote his first hymn at age 

thirteen, producing many of his hymns early in his career; and his hymns total 

around sixty, with more than a third appearing in British and American hymnals. 

This hymn was first printed in Hymns for Saints' Days, and Other Hymns, in 1864. 

The hymn was sung to the melody Sarum, by the Victorian composer Joseph 

Barnby, until the publication of the English Hymnal in 1906. That hymnal used a 

new setting by Ralph Vaughan Williams, which he called Sine Nomine, meaning 

"without name", in reference to its use on the Feast of All Saints.  It has been 

described as "one of the finest hymn tunes of the 20th century.” 

Hymn #287  -  For all the Saints, who from their labors rest 

 

Hymn #9 comes to us from William Alexander Percy, the first American on our 

list.  If you follow literature, you may be familiar with the Percy family name – 

especially Walker Percy – Williams’ cousin-once-removed - one of the most 

prominent American writers of the twentieth century. 

Around 1924 Percy wrote His Peace – a poem that appeared in the 1924 book 

Enzio's Kingdom and Other Poems.  The last four verses of the poem entered the 

Hymnal 1940 with the tune Georgetown, composed by David McK. Williams in 

1941. The tune received its name out of friendship with the rector of St. John's 

Church, Georgetown Parish, D.C 

This hymn is in a section of the Hymnal called – The Christian Life – which often 

paint glorious pictures of trust in God (There is a Balm in Gilead) - or articulate  

Christian faith (Surely it is God who saves me).  However, this hymn gives an 

honest assessment of the cost of Discipleship and what is at stake in following the 

Gospel. It has that amazing last verse which is so memorable – and so honest: 

The peace of God, it is no peace, 

But strife sowed in the sod. 

Hymn #661 - The cast their nets in Galilee 



 

Hymn #8 is very familiar to Trinitarians and perhaps has become a hallmark of 

ours – especially to the unaccustomed visitor who happens to attend when we 

sing this hymn.   

Written by another American, Sister Suzanne Toolan it is notable for several 

reasons: It comes to us via the Roman Catholic community; the words and music 

come from the same person; and this is one of the rare hymns written by a 

woman. It’s a contemporary hymn, written in 1964 for a San Francisco 

archdiocese event.   

In an interview Toolan recalled writing the hymn while she was teaching high 

school.  During a free period, she wrote the hymn and decided that she didn’t like 

it after all.  Tearing it up, she left it in the classroom’s trash can. Later that day, a 

student came to her raving about a writing that she found crumpled up in a trash 

can – so she taped the sheets back together and decided to keep it.  She 

remarked that for a time, there were many mimeographed copies of the hymn 

floating around California.   

She based it on the Gospel of John – from one of the “I am” statements. 

Translated into over 30 languages, this hymn is one of those classic hymns that 

people seem to either really like or really dislike. 

Hymn #335 -  I am the Bread of Life 

 

Hymn #7 is by George Herbert, a Welsh-born poet, orator, and priest of the 

Church of England born in 1593. He is associated with the writings of the 

metaphysical poets, and he is recognized as "one of the foremost British 

devotional lyricists."  He gave up his secular ambitions in his mid-thirties and took 

holy orders in the Church of England, spending the rest of his life as the rector of 

the little parish of St Andrew's Church, in Salisbury. He was noted for unfailing 

care for his parishioners, bringing the sacraments to them when they were ill and 

providing food and clothing for those in need. Unfortunately, he was never a 

healthy man and died of consumption at age 39. 



Herbert wrote poetry in English, Latin and Greek and in 1633 all of Herbert's 

English poems were published.  This hymn is based on one of these poems named 

– the Call. Herbert’s text expands John 14:6, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life.”  British composer Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) set several of 

Herbert’s poems to songs.   

One of the hallmarks of this hymn is its use of three themes for each verse – 

further reinforced by the hymn’s three verses. This hymn was one of several new 

hymns which was formally introduced to the Episcopal church via the 1982 

Hymnal.  

Hymn #487 - Come my way 

 

Hymn #6 takes us to another American writer who with his sibling are the only 

brother lyricist and composer for our Hymn Sing. 

As one of the most familiar Hymns of the 20th century, it was originally written as 

a poem read by 500 schoolchildren in 1900, as part of a celebration for Abraham 

Lincoln’s birthday. James Weldon was the principal at the school and after the 

event, more and more requests were made for his poem.  Sort of an early 

example of “going viral”! James’ brother J. Rosamon Johnson set the poem to 

words which were adopted by the NAACP as their official song in 1919.   

James was later appointed under President Theodore Roosevelt as US consul to 

Venezuela and Nicaragua and in 1934 he was the first African-American professor 

to be hired at New York University.  Later in life, he was a professor of creative 

literature and writing at Fisk University, a historically black university   

The hymn Lift Every Voice would become one of the most important hymns 

during the Civil Rights Era – and beyond. In 2017, when a white supremacist 

visited the campus of the University of Florida for a speech and rally.  Laura Ellis, a 

music professor at the university, went up 11 flights of stairs into the school’s 

carillon tower on Thursday to play the song before his speech – as a rallying cry 

for unity and resistance to the hate. 

LEVAS Hymn #1 -   Lift every voice and sing 



 

For Hymn #5, we journey to Scotland to meet Horatius Bonar, a Scottish 

churchman and poet. He is principally remembered as a prodigious hymnodist.   

Born in 1808, he came from a long line of ministers who served a total of 364 

years in the Church of Scotland. One of eleven children, his brothers John James 

and Andrew Alexander were also ministers of the Free Church of Scotland. 

After a visit to Palestine, he wrote a hymn which he originally called, "The Voice 

from Galilee." The hymn tune is from Thomas Tallis, born in 1505, who was one of 

the few Tudor musicians who served during the reigns of Henry VIII, Edward VI, 

Mary, and Elizabeth I and managed to remain in the good favor with both Catholic 

and Protestant monarchs.  

This hymn would become greatly popular, and currently is published in over 1,000 

different hymnals – both ancient and modern. 

Hymn #692 - I heard the voice of Jesus say 

 

 

For Hymn #4, we meet English poet and clergyperson John Newton ,who 

wrote perhaps the best known Christian hymn.  Published in 1779, this hymn 

spoke of his personal experience of faith – with its twists and turns. 

He originally worked with the Atlantic slave trade and after surviving a violent 

storm at sea, was convinced that he was saved by God.  He eventually left 

seafaring and entered the ministry.  

The hymn Amazing Grace was written to illustrate a sermon on New Year’s Day 

1773 and has been associated with over 20 melodies. In 1835, William Wallace set 

the words to the tune knows as “New Britain” which is the most familiar setting 

for this most familiar hymn. 

Hymn #671 - Amazing Grace 

 



For Hymn #3, we come again to an American hymnist and have our second 

instance of an artist who wrote both the words and the tune.  She is a native 

Missourian – from Brookefield, in the north central part of our state.  She had 

nine siblings and the family moved to nearby Kirksville when she was five years 

old. She learned to play the piano by ear at age six and wrote her first song,  

In 1958, along with her friend Mahalia Jackson, Doris co-wrote the song, "Lord, 

Don't Move the Mountain", which sold over a million records. She was 

affectionately known as "Miss Gospel Music" because she was admired and 

respected by everyone in the music industry over the years and wrote such 

beloved hymns as “Lead me, Guide me” 

In 1961, she composed this hymn inspired by her work with a church choir and in 

the prayers which preceded the morning’s worship service. She was inducted into 

the Gospel Music Hall of Fame in 2001. 

LEVAS Hymn #120 - Sweet, Sweet Spirit 

 

Hymn #2 is one of the oldest hymns.  Written during the 8th – or the 10th – or 

the 12th century, this hymn has its origin as an Irish Poem.  The best known 

version was translated by Eleanor Hull and published in English in 1912.   

Since 1919, this hymn is commonly sung to an Irish Folk melody – Slane.  (It was 

common practice to attribute hymn tune names to the place where they were 

collected by folk song collectors, such as Vaughan Williams, who co-edited The 

English Hymnal, published in 1906. Slane is a village in Ireland.) 

Since that time it has become one of the most popular hymns in the UK. And it is 

one of the most versatile hymns – appropriate for everything from High Anglican 

masses to quiet Taize services. 

Hymn #488 - Be thou my vision 

 

 



The Top Hymn of 2019 – Hymn #1 – takes us back to where we began.  

Our most popular hymn is a familiar one because we already sang it – but in a 

different form. 

This hymn was originally popularized by the Royal Navy and the United States 

Navy in the late 19th century, and variations of it were soon adopted by many 

branches of the armed services in the United Kingdom and the United States. 

Services that have adapted the hymn include the Royal Marines, Royal Air Force, 

the British Army, the US Coast Guard and the US Marine Corps, as well as the 

navies of many Commonwealth realms. Accordingly, it is known by many names, 

variously referred to as the Hymn of Her Majesty's Armed Forces, the Royal Navy 

Hymn, the United States Navy Hymn (or just The Navy Hymn), and sometimes by 

the last line of its first verse, "For Those in Peril on the Sea".  

This hymn has been sung or played at several presidential funerals including those 

for FDR, JFK, Nixon, Ford, Reagan and George HW Bush.  As the story goes, it was 

the last song sung during the Sunday Church Service on 14 April 1912 aboard the 

Titanic, just hours before it sank. 

Hymn #608 -  Eternal Father, strong to save 

 


